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SUBJECT: BERLIN: SOVIET REPLY TO ALLIED JANUARY 1 1 PROTEST 

REF: MOSCOW 3189 

1. IN CHECKING WITH FRENCH AND BRITISH EMBASSIES, WE 
HAVE CONPIRMED THAT TEXT (REPTEL) OP THREE SOVIET NOTES 
WAS SAME AND THAT KVITSKINSKIY'S ORAL COMMENTS POLLOWING 
READING OP TEXT DID NOT DEPART PROM ESSENTIALS OF POINTS 
MADE IN TEXT. 

2. IN HIS COMMENTS TO KVITSINSKIY, DCM MENTIONED THAT 
STEPS WHICH SEEM DESIGNED TO CHANGE STATUS OP GREATER 
BERLIN HAVE UNFORTUNATELY CONTINUED EVEN SINCE OUR STATE- 
MENT OP JAN 1 1. AS EXAMPLE, HE CITED INTERRUPTION OP PUBLIC- 
CATION OP "VERORDNUGSBLATT PUER GROSS BERLIN " (INCLUDING 
REFERENCE TO HONECKER STATEMENT THAT IT CEASED PUBLICA- 
TION) AND POINTED UP CONCERN AT THIS ATTEMPT UNILATERALLY 
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TO CHANGE STATUS OP GREATER BERLIN. IN RESPONSE, 

KVITSINSKIY REITERATED THAT GREATER BERLIN NO LONGER 
EXISTS IN SOVIET EYES, AND THT SOVIET RESPONSE TO 
WESTERN CONCERNS DOES NOT DIPPER IN APPROACH PROM WESTERN 
RESPONSES TO FART TER SOVIET PROTESTS REGARDING WHAT 
SOVIETS REGARD AS VIOLATIONS OP QA IN RESPECT TO WEST 
BERLIN, I.E. THAT MATTERS CITED ARE NOT VIOLATIONS. DCM, 
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OF COURSE, REFUSED TO ACCEPT ANALOGY. 

3. BRITISH EMBASSY DID NOT MENTION ISSUE AS THEY WERE 
WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS ON THIS POINT AND HAD IMPRESSION 
ECO HAD NOT MADE DECISON. ERENCH EMBASSY DID NOT 
RAISE IT, BELIEVING NEITHER WE NOR BRITS WOULD RAISE IT. 

4. COMMENT: WE THOUGHT TONE OE KVITSINSKIY'S WRITTEN 
REPLY WAS QUITE STARK AND HARSH ALTHOUGH CONTENT DID NOT 
BREAK NEW GROUND. THIS CONTRASTED WITH HIS RELAXED MANNER 
BOTH IN DELIVERING NOTE AND IN SUBSEQUENT ORAL COMMENTS. 
BRITISH HAD IMPRESSION KVITSINSKIY WAS MAKING POINTS EOR 
RECORD IN VERY LOW-KEY MANNER. THEY SAW NOTHING NEW IN 
SUBSTANCE OE HIS REMARKS, AND EELT NOTE WAS RECAPITULA- 
TION OP HISTORICAL RECORD OP SOVIET POSITION. 

5. WE WERE STRUCK BY REPERENCE TO WEST BERLIN AS "CITY" 

WITH A SPECIAL STATUS," BUT DO NOT KNOW IP THIS IS NEW 
PORMULATION. BRITISH HERE ARE ALSO CURIOUS ON THIS 
POINT. ALSO, KVITSINSKIY'S RESPONSE TO THE MENTION BY 

DCM OP THE VERORDNUNGSBLATT AND OTHER ACTIONS WAS CLEARLY 
A SUGGESTION THAT RECENT STEPS CONSTITUTE EASTERN RE- 
SPONSE TO WESTERN ASSURANCES TO SOVIETS THAT DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN WEST BERLIN DO NOT APPECT EXISTING STATUS 
OP WSB; A HINT THAT THIS WAS EASTERN DOSE OP THE 
SAME MEDICINE. 

6. CONFUSION ON VERORDNUNGSBLATT MATTER HERE CAUSED 
PRIMARILY BY BRITISH LACK OP INSTRUCTIONS AND UNCER- 
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TAINTY ABOUT WHAT ECO WISHED DONE. PACT THAT MFA 
HERE NOTIFIED THREE ALLIES LESS THAN NINETY MINUTES 
BEFORE PIRST(U.S.) APPOINTMENT SET MADE COORDINA- 
TION BY PHONE NECESSARY THUS COMPLICATING MATTERS. 
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